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preface. 

yV  ^ improvements,  and  re- 
peated  trials  by  different  praaitioners 
this  mode  of  Abforption  has  Itaj^pily  pre- 
v'ailed,  and  is  effabliflied  in  the  good  opinion  of 
niankind,  notwithffanding  it  rnet  with  o-reat 
oppofition  at  firff,  from  fome  le.ading  me'^n  in 
the  profeffion.  Confidering  the  direful  miC 
cliiefs  occafioned  by  the  improper  tile  of  mer- 
cury for  feveral  ages,  it  feemed  rather  extra- 
ordinary that  a method,  founded  on  fuch  dif- 
ferent principles  from  thofe  which  had  pre- 
vailed, and  withal  fo  favourable  to  the  confli- 
tution,  fhottld  have  been  coldly  received  by 
-any  Gentlemen  of  the  faculty.  I think  inyfeiff 
under  the  higheft  obligations  to  thofe  candid 
Medical  Correfpondents,  who,  with  an  eye  to  ' 
the  general  welfare,  and  with  a fpirit  of  true 
philanthropy,  voluntarily  appeared  as  advo- 
cates in  a caufe  they  coneeived  a good  opinion 
m,  and  whidi  IS  now  confirmed  to  them  by  a 
eries  oft  heir  own  fuccefsful  experience.  The 
hifiory  of  all  ages,  hotvever,  fhews,  that  im- 
provements of  every  kind  are  commonly  ||ow 
n their  advances,  owing  to  the  different  views 
•md  interefts  of  mankind. 

has"^bTer'“^'r  ‘'w  fmall  pox 

been  much  retarded  in  its  progrefs,  by  thofe 

who 
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(particularly  thofe  in  a faline  form,)  for  dlfor- 
ders  of  various  kinds,  have  been  applied  to  the 
cuticular  furfaces  of  the  mouth,  and  were  ab- 
fcrbed  with  the  happief:  fuccefs. 

“ Hoc  ore  ahfo>pto  fugiunt  pallorque  fitufque,” 

“ Membraque  luxuriant.” 

We  commonly  look  up  to  the  Hofpita  ' 
pradlitioners'*  and  publick  L.e6lurers  for  the 
bed:  modes  of  medical  pradlice ; what  then 
mud  we  think  of  thefe  our  Guides,  when  wq 
fee  and  hear  them  labour  to  midead  and  im^ 
prefs  the  tender  minds  of  their  pupils,  with  an 
Idea  of  the  advantages  of  the  old  methods, 
when  it  is  known  and  lamented,  that  many 
poor  unfortunate  people  perldi  through  the 
great  ab'ufe  of  mercury  in  their  hofpitals. 

“ Et  did  petnrjje^  ei  non  potuijf:  refclli.'* 

Dr.  Kirkl  AND  wifely  obferves,  that, — - 
“ the  ufe  of  large  quantities  of  mercury,  in 
'the  cure  of  fiphylis,  is  perfe6lly  unnecediiry, 
always  injurious,  and  I do  believe  it  has  killed 
multitudes,  and  dedroyed  the  health  of  mil- 
lions. I hope  to  fee  the  horrid  practice  of 
daubing  with  loads  of  extinguidied  quickfilver, 
laid  adde,  and  I mean  to  aliilf  in  expunging  a 
inethod  founded  in  erroneous  principles.” 

"Dr,  Home,  King’s  I’rofciror  at  Etlinburgli,  inOituted  a tliorougb 
prquity  imio  tills  mode  i>t  piaclicc,  in  the  Inliimary  there;  and  tlic 
relult  ot  Are  expciimcnts  the  Doftor  informs  me,  proved  greatly  in 
its  favour.-  They  are  inrended  l'|-)cedily,for  puldication  irr  a work  of 
the  Dofloi’s,  which  is  Paid  to  be  ready  for  the  prefs.  To  the  honour 
of  Scotland,  it  is  iuiinitcetf,  that  theif  ;'«al  for  improving  medical 
kuowlcilge  exceetls  that  of  every  cUicr  country, 

C{Sanccry-LMC. 
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What  can  be  more  (becking  to  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  than  to  behold  young  and  old  perfons 
of  both  fexes,  rubbing  themfelves  witn  mercurial 
ointment,  before  an  intenfe  fire,  till  they  drop 
with  fatigue,  the  fvveat  pouring  down  them  in 
a continued  ftream  ! with  face  and  head  vehe- 
mently fwelled,  and  wringing  hands,  they  foli- 
cit  relief,  but  all  in  vain  ! Each  day  brings  a 
repetition  of  their  bitter  woe  ; bitter  indeed, 
when  we  reflect  that  it  is  unneceffary,  and  not 
to  be  juftified  on  any  ground  or  principle. 
Nature  (brinks  with  horror  at  the  mifery  of  the 
Hogged  offending  foldier;yet  here  necefTityisa 
plea  for  fuch  rigour.  But,  to  falivate  and  torture, 
for  a mere  feratch,  which  is  too  often  the  Cafe, 
whether  thro’  grofs  ignorance  or  wanton  cruel- 
ty, is  a crime  of  the  deepefi:  complexion  ; and 
however  it  may  be  overlooked  here,  will  furely 
meet  with  punifhment,  in  a world  of  Retribu- 
tion, at  the  Throne  of  never  failing  jufilce^and 
mercy. 

Chancery-lane^ 

May  the  ift; 


Explanation  of  the  E L A7  E. 

Fig,  J.  Is  meant  to  fhew  the  falivary  glands,  fof 
which  purpole  the  integuments  are  re- 
moved from  the  head  and  face. 
a The  parotid  gland. 

h A not  uncommon  ftraggling  portion  of  the 
lame  gland,  with  its  own  little  duft,  which 
is  feen  joining. 

i The  parotid  du6l ; this  laft  opens  upon  the 
inlide  of  the  mouth,  as  at  e in  Fig.  3- 
d The  maxillary  glands 

e The  fublingual  gland,  drawn  a little  down 
to  bring  it  into  view, 

/ A briftle,  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  parotid  du6V> 
lliewing  its  diredlion. 

g A ditto  in  the  du£f  of  the  maXillary  gland 
fliewing  ditto- 

Fig.  2.  Shews  the  outlide  of  the  lips  ftripped  of  its  • 
cuticular  covsring. 

a The  villi,  { or  packets  of  elongated  blood 
velTels,  abforbents  and  nerves)  here  ex- 
ceedingly long. 

Fig.  3.  Exhibits  fo  much  of  the  infide  of  the  mouth 
as  is  upon  the  outfide  of  the  teeth  and 
alveolar  procefles. 

4 The  cut  edge  of  the  cutis,  or  true  (kin. 
b The  fat,  or  adipofe  membrane.  1 
f The  villous  membrane,  or  lining  of  the 
mouth,  ftripped  of  its  cuticular  covering. 
d The  villi,  as  at  a Fig.  2.  but  Ihorter. 

? t Briftles  in  the  du6ls  of  the  parotids,  at  theif 
opening  into  the  mouth. 
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TREATISE 


ON  THE 


GONORRHOEA. 


HE  part  principally  affedlied  by  the  Go-' 


norrhcea  is  the  penis,  which  conlifts  of 
three  parts ; two  of  thefe  are  called  corpora 
cavernofa,  and  He  on  each  fide,  and  there  is 
a third,  fituated  underneath,  named  corpus^ 
fpongiofum  urethrae,  confifling  of  the  bulb 
and  membranous  part,  continued  on  to-  the 
bladder,  and  terminating  at  the  other  extre* 
mity,  in  the  corona,  or  glans  penis.  The 
urethra  has  three  glands,  which  were  difeo- 
vered  by  Cowper,  and  called  mucous  glands, 
from  the  tenacity  of  the  liquor  which  they 
feparate.  There  are  alfo  two  (or  rather  one) 
about  the  fize  of  a nutmeg,  which  lie  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  between  the  veliculae 
feminales  and  penis,  under  the  ofla  pubis, 
almofi;  within  the  pelvis  of  the  abdomen ; they 
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fcpafare  a limpid  gkninous  hnmonr,  which  is 
carried  into  the  urethra  by  feveral  dudls,  which 
enter  near  thofe  of  the  prof^atae.  The  two 
fii-ft  of  Cowper^s  glands  are  about  the  bignefs 
of  a French  bean,  of  a depreffed  oval  figure, 
and  a yellowifh  colour  like  the  proftatae,  be- 
ing on  each  fide  the  bulb  of  the  urethra,  a 
little  above  it.  Their  excretory  drifts  arife 
from  the  internal  furface,'next  the  inner  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra,  into  which  they  open  a 
little  lower  by  two  difi:inft  orifices,'  juft  be- 
low the  curvature  of  the  ofla  pubis  in  perK- 
liaeo,  where  they  difcharge  a tranfparent  vlf- 
eous  liquor.  The  third  mucous  gland  is  fmall, 
conglobate,'  and  yellowifh,  like  the  former, 
but  fomewhat  lefs,  fituated  above  the  angle  of 
the  flexure  of  the  urethra,  under  the  offa 
pubis,  in  the  perinaeum,  near  the  anus : it  has- 
t'wo  excretory  drifts,  which  enter  the  urethra- 
obliquely,  a quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  two 
former,  and  difcliarges  a liquor  like  them  both 
in  colour  and  confiftence. 

The  feat  of  the  Gonorrhcea  in  women  is 
the  vagina,  which  is  affefted  with  a difcharge 
like  th*at  of  the  urethra  in  men.  Ir  lies  be- 
tween the  bladder  and  inteftinum  reftum,  and 
has  rugae,  under  which  are  fmall  glands, 
whofe  eJicretory  dpfts  are  called  lacunae.- 

Thefe 
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Thefe  glands  feparate  a mucilaginous  flimy  li- 
quor to  lubricate  the  vagina,  and  are  the  feat 
of  the  Gonorrhoea  in  this  fex,  as  the  glands  in 
the  urethra  are  in  the  male.  The  meatus  uri- 
narius  being  a very  Ihort  palfage,  the  heat  and 
fcalding  is  confequently  much  lefs  than  in  the 
men. 

“ A Gonorrhoea  from  the  urethra  in  a m^n; 
begins  with  an  uneafinefs  about  the  parts 
‘‘  of  generation,  together  with  an  appearance 
“ of  a little  whitilh  matter,  about  the  orifice 
“ of  the  urethra,. a little  fwelling  and  fome- 
times  rednefs  there,  and  a flight  pungency 
upon  the  evacuation  of  urine.  The  whitifli 
“ matter  foon  encreafes  in  quantity,  the  in- 
flammation  about  the  end  of  the  urethra 
‘‘  becomes  more  evident,  and  for  the  moft 
‘‘  part  there  is  now  a tenfion  and  hardnefs 
through  the  whole  of  it,  a fwelling  of  the 
“ lacunae,  and  a fenfation  of  flridlure  in  the 
“ penis,  particularly  on  ere6lion.  The  matter 
“ flill  increafes,  flows  out,  and  grows  thinner, 
“ lofes  all  its  adhefivenefs,  and  is  of  a yellow, 
or  greenilli  colour.  There  is  now  always 
“ a rednefs  about  the  end  of  the  canal;  often 
“ a pain  from  the  diflention  of  the  urethra, 
“ during  the  evacuation  of  urine,  and  a much 
fevercr  towards  the  orifice,  from  its  flimulus, 
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with  an  Increafe  of  the  rednefs  jtift  after  it 
“ is  evacuated.  The  inflammation  prevents 
“ the  extenfion  of  the  urethra  in  ereftion,  fo 
“ that  the  penis  is  at  that  time  curved  down- 
wards  with  great  pain,  which  is  increafed  if 
“ it  be  raifed  towards  the  belly,  and  the  fti- 
mulus  occaflons  it  often  to  be  eredled,  efpe- 
‘‘  cially  when  warm  in  bed*.” 

It  is  generally  efleemed  good  practice  on 
this  occafion  to  give  Nitre  in  confiderable 
quantity,  a purging  elecluary,  pill,  or  falts, 
and  to  take  blood  freely  from  the  patient ; 
alfo  to  diredf  large  quantities  of  diluting  li- 
quors, and  further  to  recommend  a flridl  re- 
gimen and  abftinence  from  particular  meats, 
vegetables,  and  ftrong  liquors.  The  queflion 
is,  are  fuch  medicines  and  reflridlion  neceflary 
In  my  humble  opinion  they  are  not ; and  they 
appear,  upon  the  whole,  to  do  more  haim 
than  good,  as  I fhall  endeavour  to  demon- 
flrate  from  the  experience  of  thofe  who  are 
well  qualified  to  give  an  opinion  in  a matter 
of  this  kind,  and  alfo  from  my  own  obferva- 
tion  and  pradlice. 

Dr.  CmUcu  remarks,  that  purgatives  not 
only  inflame  the  redtum,  but  alfo  extend  their 
irritation  to  the  urethra.”  May  not  chordee 
* Dr.  ForJycc^s  |)lcments  of  Phyfic. 
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and  prlapifm  then  often  be  attiibuted  to  this 
caiife  ? 

Dr.  Fo}'clycd  recommends  ‘‘  increafing  the 
fecretion  a little,  by  fuch  gentle  purgatives 
as  procure  only  two  or  three  evacuations  a 

day.” But  who  can  enfurc  his  patient  two  or 

three  ftools  only  in  a day?  The  inteftines 
being  once  put  into  motion,  will  not  accom- 
modate themfelves  exadUy  to  our  willi^  os- 
convenience.  Happily  for  the  patient,  it  is 
certain  that  even  gentle  purging  may  be  dif- 
penfed  with  on  thefe  occafions. 

He  adds,  “ that  fevere  purging  often  aug- 
ments the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  brings  on 
ftrangtiry  and  exulcerations,  gives  occaflon  to 
inflammation  of  the  tefticles,  and  other  neigh- 
bouring j)arts,  or  it  flops  the  running  before 
the  infedlion  is  waflted  off,  and  the  Gonoir- 
hoea  either  returns  in  a few  days,  or  exulce- 
rations take  place.” 

The  Dodlor  further  obferves,  “ that  long 
continued  purging  is  apt  to  weaken  the  flo- 
mach  and  inteflines,  to  hurt  the  digeflion,  to 
produce  obflinate  gleets,  and  hypochondriacal 
fymptoms,  particularly  in  irritable  or  melan” 
cholic  habits.” 

Many  more  authorities  might  be  adduced 
in  proof  of  the  bad  effcdls  of  a couife  of  pur- 
gatives 
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gatives  in  thefe  cafes,  which  are  generally  of 
confiderable  duration,  when  treated  in  this 
manner.  Neither  are  antiphlogiftic  remedies 
to  be  depended  upon,  as  they  fometimes  pro- 
duce the  very  contrary  effedl  to  what  was  eXf 
pedled  from  them:  amongft  the  firft  of  thefe 
is  nitre,m  inflammatory  diforders.  Dr.  Lewis, 
a late  writer  of  no  fmall  credit,  reckons,  that 
Nitre  often  gives  relief  in  flranguries,  and  heat 
of  urine,  proceeding  either  from  a Ample  or  a 
venereal  taint ; and  indeed  the  greatefl:  part  of 
pradlitioners  have  always  given  it,  and  flill 
continue  /to  give  it  in  the  venereal  ardor  urin^e. 

“ This  pradHce,  however,  fays  Dr.  Hope  in 
‘‘  his  ledlures  on  the  Materia  Medica,  I am 
‘‘  apt  to  believe  has  taken  its  rife  from  the 
name  of  ardor  having  always  been  given  to 
‘‘  the  pain  in  evacuating  the  urine,  during  the 
‘‘  time  of  a venereal  inflammation  of  the 
“ urethra,  and  the  name  and  virtues  of  a 
cooler,  having  always  been  attributed  to 
this  fait,  I But  it  is  certain  that  the  urine 

? ‘I  r 

“ paffed  during  the  time  of  a venereal  in- 
5'  flammation  is  nowarmer  than  at  other  times, 
“ and  therefore  to  preferibe  a cooler  to  allay 
“ the  heat  of  it,  is  abfurd : and  I am  per- 
fuaded,  that  on  a free  and  candid  examina- 
tion  of  this  matter,  it  will  be  found,  that 

“ nit|;-e 
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nitre  has  not  the  fmalleft  power  of  alleviat- 
ing  the  pain  which  is  then  felt ; for  I have 
**  given  it  in  all  the  different  ffages  of  this 
**  difeafe,  in  finall  and  in  large  dofes;  but 
from  the  foie  ufe  of  it  in  a great  number  of 
“ trials,  have  never  been  able  to  obferve  that 
“ it  afforded  the  leaft  relief.  Nor,  when  we 
“ confider  the  caufe  of  that  pain,  and  the 
“ effedls  of  nitre,  have  we 'any  reafon  to  ex- 
pe6l  ft ; for  the  pain  certainly  proceeds  from 
“ the  acrid  falts  in  the  urine,  ftimulating  the 
inflamed  or  excoriated  urethra ; and  a fo- 
Intiort  of  nitre  applied  to  any  excoriated 
“ part  always  gives  confiderable  pain.  Ex- 
‘‘  periments  allure  us,  that  on  takirig  nitre 
into  the  ftomach,  the  urine  becomes  ini-f 
“ pregnated  with  it.  The  larger  therefore 
the  dofes  are,  the  ftronger  will  this  im- 
“ pregnation  be,  and  the  greater  ftimulus 
“ added  to  the  urine ; fo  that  we  may  fenfibly 
conclude,  that  this  fait  will  gather  augment 
than  diminifh  the  pain  in  evacuating  it.  The 
Dodor  further  remarks,  that  there  are  many 
“ weak  and  delicate  ftomachs,  which  cannot 
“ bear  the  cold  it  produces,  and  others,  in 
" whom  it  always  creates  licknefs  and  nau- 
fea.” 
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Befides  the  difagreeable  circumftancc 
taking  great  quantities  of  naufeous  medicines, 
we  find  there  is  the  greateft  uncertainty  as  to 
their  real  effedls  on  the  difeafes  they  are  inten- 
ded to  remove*  A powder,  or  medicine  of  any 
kind,  applied  to  blood  in  a bafon,  may  vifibly 
affe(5l  that  fluid,  and  render  it  thin  or  thick ; 
yet  being  taken  into  the  flomach,  and  poflibly 
from  thence  into  the  circulation,  it  may  have 
a very  different  effea  on  the  circulating  fluids, 
or  perhaps  none,  having  undergone  a material 

alteration  in  its  courfe* 

A late  celebrated  Ledfurer  on  the  Mateiia 

Medica,  difcourfing  with  his  pupils  on  the 
powerful  operations  of  mucilaginous  medicines 
in  the  alleviation  of  the  pain  arifing  from  the 
ftone  in  the  bladder,  remarked,  that  fuch  me- 
dicines were  extremely  ufeful  where  the  done 
was  of  the  mulberry  kind,  and  apt  to  vellicate 
the  coats  of  the  bladder.  He  told  them  the 
ropy  mucilage  would  envelope  the  ftone,  and 
make  a uniformly  fmooth  furface,  entirely 
depriving  it  of  its  afperities,  and  confequently 
of  its  power  of  hurting  the  bladder. 

It  is  difficult  for  one  converfant  with  the 
mechanifm  of  the  human  body,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  medicine,  to  conceive,  that  a muci- 
lage given  by  the  mouth,  will  arrive  at  the 

bladder 
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bladder  In  that  ftate.  We  are  certain  that 
particular  remedies  will  Simulate  particular 
parts:  balfam  of  capivi,  for  inflance,  being 
abforbed,  is  known  to  affedl  the  kldnies'ar\d 
bladder,  by  the  ftrong  odour  it  imparts  to  the 
urine  ; but  we  do  not  hnd  this,  or  any  other- 
medicine,  except  quickhlver,  will  pafs  off  In 
the  fame  form  in  which  it  is  adminiftered  by 
the  mouth.  This  balfam  is  very  much  efteem- 
ed  for  its  great  virtues,  particularly  in  certain 
flages  of  the  Gonorrhoea,  but  It  is  fo  very 
difagreeable,  on  account  of  Its  oily  and  bitter 
quality,  as  well  as  its  fmell,  that  fome  patients 
are  foon  difgufted  with  it,  and  others  will  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  take  it;  we  cannot 
therefore,  think  It  ffrange,  that  many  gentle- 
men fliould  prefer  injedlions  to  all  other  means, 
which  do  not  appear  to  produce  effedls  in  any 
degree  equal  to  the  trouble  which  attends 
them.  It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  patients 
often  fuffer  more  from  the  remedy  than  the 
diforder ; they  are  often  more  emaciated, 
weak,  and  pallid  in  their  countenance  (cir- 
cumflances  which  frequently  lead  to  difagree- 
able difcoverles),  from  the  operations  of  pur- 
gatives In  the  fpace  of  one  week, -than  they  ' 
would  have  been  In  a month,  if  there  had 
* B bec4 
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been  no  attempt  made  to  check  the  progrefs 
of  this  diforder. 

There  are  many  people  who  have  not  lei- 
fure  to  purfue  the  feveral  diredlions  and  pre- 
feriptions  given  by  pradfitioners;  and  if  they 
could  find  time,  they  would  have  but  little 
inclination  to  undergo  fo  much  fatigue  and 
trouble.  Such  tedious  procefTes  are  very  ill 
-contrived  for  the  multitude,  who  muft  be, 
and  are  daily  cured  by  means  much  more  eafy,  ex- 
peditious^ and  quite  as  effeBuah,  and  if  one  clafs 
of  men  are  cured  in  this  manner,  whyfliould 
not  all  enjoy  the  fame  benefit  ? 

I have  afferted,  that  a regimen,  or  particular 
diet,  is  not  necefTary  in  the  cure  of  the  Go- 
-norrhoea,  when  treated  in  the  manner  here 
^recommended.  Some  have  afked,  if  the  dif- 
order  is  not  inflammatory,  and  if  living  low 
is  not  indifpenfibly  necefTary,  in  every  com- 
plaint of  this  kind?  It  maybe  faid  in  reply, 
that  this  is  a local  inflammation,  which  yields 
at  once  to  a cooling  detergent  liquid,  applied 
to  the  part;  whilfl;  internal  medicines  are 
commonly  flow  and  uncertain  in  removing 


• Dr.  ITugh  Smith,  who  is  an  advocate  for  vitriolic  injcSionc, 
aiTerts,  “ That  a Gonoirhrea,  it  taken  in  tlic  beginning,  may  genc« 
rally  be  c\ired  in  a fortnight,  without  any  injury  to  the  connitucioti, 
«x  aay  ill  cfledls  whatfoever,  Formulae  Medicamentorum,” 

When 
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When  mercury  does  not  pafs  into  the  fto- 
mach,  there  is  no  occafion  to  enjoin  reftrlc- 
tions  with  refpea  to  diet,  fince  no  difagree^ 
ment  can  then  happen;  patients  may  live  in 
the  fame  manner  as  at  other  times,  only  avoid- 
ing excefs. 

I have  met  with  the  greateft  fuccefs  in  the 
cure  of  this  complaint  from  vitriolic  injec- 
tions, and  find  they  anfwer  much  better 
than  thofe  prepared  of  mercury,  which  dcpofit 
a confiderable  fediment,  and  being  conveyed 
into  the  urethra,  excite  irritation  and  pain 
in  that  tender  pafTage. 

The  injedion  fliould  be  applied  cold,  rather 
than  warm  *,  as  cold  braces,  and  warmth  re- 
laxes. I find  it  often  completes  the  cure 
in  much  lefs  than  a fortnight,  the  time  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Smith. 

The  great  objedlion  to  this  fort  of  pradlice 
is  raifed  on  the  fuppolitiori  that  InjeBions  are 
apt  to  produce  firiciure  in  the  urinary  pafiage. 
This  idea,  I apprehend,  is  not  well  founded  j 
having  enquired  of  many  different  people 
who  have  been  troubled  with  JiriSluTes,  If 
they  had  ufed  injedlions  for  the  cure,  and 

* If  the  injeftion  caufesany  more  than  a flight  fenfation  of  fmart 
or  pain  in  thepafrage,  it  is  evidently  too  much  impregnated  with  vi- 
triol, and  the  lolution  mull;  he  made  weaker,  as  the  irritation  of  ths 
Ju’quor  would  iuercafe  the  fymptoms  inllcad  of  diminiftiing  them. 
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was  generally  anfwered  in  the  negative. 1 

am  much  inclined  to  think  with  Dr.  For^ 
dyce,  “ That  when  a continues  long, 

it  fometimes  produces  a firiBure  in  the  part 
Inflammation  is  naturally  difpofed  to  produce 
contradlion  and  JlriBure  in  the  diflerent  facr 
culi  and  paflkges  of  the  body,  as  well  as  in  the 
urethra : therefore  we  may  conclude,  that 
evils  are  often  attributed  to  InjeBions  -f-,  which 
in  fa6f  owe  their  orimn  to  other  caufes  t. 
It  is  the  general  opinion,  that  fmall  dofes  of 
mercury  ought  to  accompany  the  JnjeBion. 
See  For  dyce,  Saunders,  Smith,  and  others. — : 
Conformably  to  this  idea,  1 give  a grain  of 
mercurial  powder,  and  apply  it  to  the  cuticu- 
lar  furfaces  of  the  lips,  or  the  tongue,  and  at 
the  fame  time  make  ufe  of  the  ‘vitriolic,  in 
preference  to  every  other  InjeBion.  Though 
I have  made  repeated  trials  of  feveral,  I know 


• The  fame  gentleman  juRly  obferves,  that  omitting  the  injeCfion 
once  or  twice  will  often  make  it  fail  of  curing,  when  it  would  have 
otherwife  produced  that  cfFcftJ.  He  likewife  remarks,  that  patients 
treated  in  this  manner,  are  Icfs  liable  to  inflammation  of  the  teflicles, 
cr  of  the  glands  in  the  groin  (or  to  chttneres)  or  JiriCiures.  Thefc 
pbfervations  arc  certainly  founded  on  faff. 

f if  the  Inje£lion  fhould  not  produce  the  defired  cfrf6f,  it  will  be 
light  to  enquire  if  the  urine  pafTes  freely,  and  whether  it  divides  into 
two  ftreams,  or  more ; or  whether  it  comes  out  twified,  like  a cork- 
ferew.  In  thefe  cafes,  it  is  not  likely  the  Injeflion  fl  ould  efFeft  its 
jiui  pofe,  being  unable  to  pafs  : recourfe  muft  therefore  be  had  to  the 
Jlougif  to  rcflore  the  pafTage  to  its  natural  ftatc. 

J If  the  long  duiacioti  of  this  diftemper  produces  ftriflures  and 
obHruftions,  then  what  removes  the  difordcr  quickly,  mult  undoubt- 
edly prevensthe  above  evils,  ipflead  of  caufing  them. 


of 
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of  no  other  which  would  remove  the  dlforder 
in  twice  the  time  which  this  does ; but  there 
are  fome  that,  will  not  fucceed,  and  rather 

acroravcitc  the  fyiTiptoms. 

'’•ft  is  now  proved  Iry  a repetition  of  ingenious 
experiments,  .and  generally  admitted,  that  the  , 
dilcharge  in  a Gononhesa  proceeding  from  the 
urethra,  is  not  pus,  but  mucus.  Pus  I's  the 
matter  which  proceeds  from  wounds  and  ulceis, 
but  mucus  comes  from  furfaces  not  ulcerated, 
though  fometimes  inflamed.  The  late  Dr, 
Hunter  often  diffedled  the  urethra  of  perfons 
who  died,  having  the  Gonorrhm  at  that  time, 
but  he  never  difeovered  any  ulcer  in  the 

palfage. 

Mucus  is,  in  itfelf,  an  innocent,  mild  fluids 
but  capable  of  acquiring  virulence  and  acri- 
mony from  contagious  infedlion.  The  Go*? 
norrhcea  is  an  increafed  and  virulent  difeharge 
from  the  mucous  glands  of  the  urinary  paflage. 
Mucus,  when  untainted,  is  tranfparent  like 
the  white  of  an  egg,  appears  fometimes  as  a 
drop  at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  next  the 
glands,  is  of  a mucilaginous  vifcldity,  and  its 
Sfe  is  to  flieath,  and  defend  the  paffage  from 
the  irritating  falts  conveyed  in  the  uiine.  It 
refembles  the  fluid  in  the  eye,  which  is  fe- 
ereted  in  fmall  quantity,  but  when  the  lachryi 
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mal  gland  is  ftimnlated  grief,  duft,  or  other 
offending  fubftances,  the  difcharge  becomes 
-copious,  and  fometimes  acrid  *. 

When  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nofe  is 
Simulated  by  a violent  cold,  or  other  caufe, 
we  often  fee  an  extraordinary  quantity  of. dif- 
charge from  that  organ ; yet  no  one  fufpecffs 
the  exiffence  of  any  ulcers  there ; and  I have 
often  obferved,  that  the  difcoloured  mucus  of 
that  part  bears  fo  ffrong  a refemblance  to  the 
virulent  difcharge  in  the  gonorrhoea,  that  it 
has  often  perplexed  perfons  converfant  in  thefe 
matters  to  diffinguifh  two  handkerchiefs,  or 
other  linen,  when  ffained  with  the  refpedliive 
mucus.  Either  of  thefe  fluids  having  acquired 
acrimony  will  Inflame,  and  fometimes  flightly 
excoriate  Irritable  nervous  membranes.  Thefe 
excoriations  generally  heal  of  themfelves,  and 
when  they  do  not,  no  one  hefitates  to  apply 
repellent  and  healing  medicines  to  the  part, 

• Darwin  obferves,  in  bis  experiments  on  pus  and  mucus,  " That 
vrliencvcr  the  feci  etion  of  any  fluid  is  increafed,  there  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  an  increafed  heat  in  the  part.”  The  fame  gentleman  obferves, 
that  “ the  catarrhal  humour  from  the  noflrils  of  fome  who  ride  in 
frofty  weather,  and  the  tears  which  run  down  the  cheeks  of  thofe 
who  have  an  obflruftion  of  the  punfta  lachrymalia,  arc  eafily  diftin- 
guiflied  from  others,  by  their  abounding  in  ammoniacal  or  muriatic 
falts,  whence  they  inflame  the  circumjacent  Ikin  : thus  in  tha  catarrh, 
the  upper  lip  becomes  red  and  fwelled  from  the  acrimony  of  the  mu- 
cus, and  patients  oomplain  of  the  faltnefs  of  its  tafle.  The  eyes  and 
checks  are  retl  with  the  corrofive  tears,  and  ichor  of  feme  Iterpetip 
eruptions  erodes  far  and  wide  the  contiguous  parts,  and  is  pungcntly 
f»U  10  tlK  taltc,  as  fome  patients  have  informed  him.” 

without 
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without  even  the  fmalleft  fufpicion  of  any  bad 
confequence.  With  ulcers  the  cafe  is  very 
different,  there  being  the  greateft  reafon  to 
apprehend  danger  from  the  abforption  of  mat- 
ter into  the  circulation.  Writers  of  good  cre- 
dit affert,  that  a drop  of  acricb'*pus,  abforbed 
into  the  blood,  affcds  all  the  fluids,  flimulates 
the  veflels,  and  is  capable  of  producing  violent 
diforders,  fuch  as  putrid  fevers,  &c.  ImpTefled 
with  fuch  a belief,  no  thinking  man,  in  this,  or 
arty  age,  would  adopt  a pradfice  at  once  fo  ir- 
rational and  dangerous:  but  as  this  difcharge 
is  merely  mucus,  and  has  no  concern  with  the 
fyftem,  or  animal  occonomy,  it  may  be  fafely 
wafhed  away,  like  any  other  fordes,  or  filth, 
from  the  furfaces  of  the  body. 

Injedlion  is  not  only  far  more  c-ypeditious 
in  producing  its  effeds,  but  alfo  appears,  on 
a due  comparifon,  to  poflefs  another  advantage, 
that  of  being  a more  cleanly,  fafe,  and  agree- 
able method  of  cure,  than  any  other. 

The  candid  Dr.  Buchan  is  of  opinion,  “ that 
injeclions  made  with  the  white  vitriol,  are  both 
moft  fafe  and  efficacious.  Although  it  is  now 
very  common  to  cure  the  Gonorrhcea  by  aflrin- 
gent  injedions,  there  are  flill  many  praditi- 
oners,  who  do  not  approve  this  mode  of  prac- 
iice,  I can,  however,  from  much  experience 

aflert. 
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aflert,  that  it  is  both  the  moft  eafy,  elegant,  and 
efficacious  method  of  cure ; and  that  any  bad 
conlequences  arifing  from  it,  muft  be  owing  to 
the  ignorance  or  mifcondudl  of  the  pra6litioner 
himfelf,  and  not  to  the  remedy.* 

“ This  difo'der,  if  taken  in  the  beginning* 
may  be  cured  with  cafe  and  fafety  in  a few 
days,-  by  means  of  Injedlion;  but  Quacks,  and 
ignorant  pretenders  to  phyfic,  make  it  their 
buhnefs  to  delay  the  cure  as  long  as'they  can, 
for  their  own  lucrative  views.  I'his  they  give 
the  fpecious  pretence  of  fafety  to,  and  falfely 
perfuade  ignorant  patients,  how  dangerous  it 
is  to  remove  the  diforder  in  a fhort  time ; 
while  the  greater  appearance  of  opulence  a 
man  makes  to  fuch  fort  of  pra6Htioners,  the 
longer  his  cure  is  protradled  f.” 

I have  only  to  add,  in  this  place,  that  I am 
confirmed,  more  and  more,  in  the  ufe  of  In- 

jedlions,  from  my  own  experience,  and  from 
the  teftimony  of  others. 

* Vide  Domeftic  Medicine,  eighth  edition,  correfted  and  enlarged. 

•f-  See  Dr.  Profily’s  eafy  method,.&c.  which  I have  abridged,  and 
where  many  weighty  arguments  may  be  found  in  favour  of  Injcfticyi. 

To  be  had  of  Mr.  Cadell.  Alfo  a new  Edition  of  Ofiferva- 

iions  971  the  i^alurc  a/7d  Cure  of  Ahfcefjc!,  and  of  fi'ou/ids  in  ^etieral. 
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On  the  common  Methods  of  ujing  Metcury^ 

A Lues  is  a veneral  infe6lion  in  the  mafs  of 
blood;  and  is  to  be  cured  by  throwing 
a fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  into  the  fyftem 

to  expel  it.  . . , , 

The  ufual  methods  for  accomplifhing  this, 

are  by  pills,  bolufes,and  draughts, ^and  alfo  by 
Qutward  application  of  mercurial  ointment. 

The  firft  three  are  conveyed  by  the  mouth 
into  the  ftomach,  where  the  mercury  is,  in- 
part,  abforbed  by  the  lymphatic  veffels  of  that 
organ,  and  conveyed  into  the  blood ; alfo  by 
the  fame  veflels  in  the  inteftines,  and  fre- 
quently the  greateft  portion  of  it  efcapes  out  of 
the  body  by  this  outlet,  having  firft  irritated 
the  animal  oeconomy  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  canal. 

Mercury  may  be  prevented  from  pafting 
downwards  by  joining  opium  with  it,  which 
takes  off  its  ftimulus,  and  generally  prevents 
its  purgative  effedls;  but  this  often  creates  fick- 
nefs  and  reaching,  and  ftiakes  the  whole 
nervous  fyftem. 

Two  grains  taken  up  into  the  blood  by  the 
mouth,  will  produce  as  powerful  an  eii  -61  on 
the  fyftem,  as  twenty  thrown  into  the  ftomach, 
on  the  prefumption  that  eighteen  oi  the  tw^" 

' G 


ty  make  their  exit  downwards : we  reckon  on- 
ly what  gets  into  the.  fyftem,  for  what  paffes 
through,  is  lofl,  and  certainly  better  had  ne- 
ver been  given ; the  ftomach  being  irritable, 
and  not  adapted  to  retain  mercury. 

Mercurial  ointment  cures  by  being  taken  up 
into  the  blood  by  the  abforbents  of  the  exter- 
nal Ikin,  and  when  introduced  there,  by  ope- 
rating on  the  whole  vafcular  fyltem,  and  ex- 
pelling the  veneral  poifon  by  the  different  fe? 
cretions  and  excretions  of  the  body.  It  is  dirty> 
difagreeable,  commonly  flow  and  tedious:'  it 
requires  too  much  labour  for  perfons  in  a weak 
ftave,  and  if  the  fridlion  is  performed  by  other 
hands  than  their  own,  one  half  of  the  oint* 
ment,  or  more,  mull:  be  loll:  to  the  patient^ 
and  may  prove  very  injurious  to  the  party  who 
applies  it. 

It  affedls  the  flomach  or  bowels,  and  brings 
On  purging;  infomuch  that  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  patients,  both  in  public  and  private  practice, 
to  die  under  a courfe  of  undlion,  of  Violent 
cholics,  accompanied  by  fanguinary  and  other 
fluxes,  owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  mercury 
abforbed  and  preponderating  in  the  confli- 
tutlon. 
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AS  the  external  furface  of  the  body  is 
“ every  where  bibulous,  fo  is  the 
internal.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  abforp 
tion  taking  place  on  the  infide  of  the 
mouth,  of  the  preputium,  of  the  labia,  &c. 
and  any  fine  powder,  capable  of  being  ab- 
forbed  there,  will,  no  doubt,  be  more  readily 
abforbedwhen  mixed  with  a watery  fluid. 
When  mixed  with  oil,  and  applied  to  wet 
furfaces,  it  maybe  prefumed  that  it  will  be 
kept  at  fome  didance.  It  is  likewlfe  very 
probable,  that  when  the  calomel  is  rubbed 
upon  the  furfaces  of  the  mouth,  what  gets 
into  the  domach  is  carried  down  fo  gradu- 
ally, and  diflfufed  over  fo  great  a furface, 
that  it  will  dimulate  the  prima  vire  much 
lefs  ; and  people  with  very  tender  bowels 
may  therefore  bear  it  much  better,  than  when 
given  in  pills,  boludes,  &cc4—~and  it  is  rea— 
fonable  to  fuppofe,  that  watery  fluids  will, 
in  general,  be  more  readily  abforbed,  per- 
haps, even  when  applied  to  the  outward 
furface.”  iCm.  Hunter,  M.  D- 


Dr.  Hunter  fird  honoured  me  with  his  corrotorating  Tcfli- 
mony  anti  unreferved  Approval  of  my  ElTay  on  Abicelles,  and  new 
mode  of  Abforption  ; and  having,  tor  feveral  years,  attended  the 
ihuaive  Lctlures  of  this  celebrated  Anatomid  and  Phifiologifl^  I 
greatly  revere  his  memory. — An  Engraving  of  the  Doftor  is  now 
making,  (and  will  foon  be  prcfenied  to  my  friends)  from  a waxen 
nodclite  law  at  my  houfe,  and  which  met  with  his  approbation. 


c. 


SIR. 
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OUR  new  method  of  Introducing  Mercury 


Into  the  circulation,  by  means  of  the 
Abforption  which  takes  place  from  the  infide 
of  the  mouth,  recommends  itfelf  to  me  from 
the  following  confiderations. 

The  furface,  on  which  you  propofe  the  calo- 
mel fliall  be  rubbed.  Is,  in  its  own  nature,  a bet- 
ter abforbing  furface,  than  perhaps,  any  other, 
accefiible  to  fridtion  In  the  body.  It  is  now 
generally  allowed,  that  every  furface  in  the 
body,  every  cell,  abforbs ; bur  it  appears  alfo, 
that  the  abforberits  are  by  no  means  equally 
adtive,  atid  that,  like  arteries  and  veins,  they 
too,  from  the  application  of  ftronger  ftimuli» 
may  be  excited  to  greater  adllvity.  Theflimu- 
lus  of  the  chyle  and  lymph  on  the  orifices  and 
coats  of  the  abfofbeilts,  is,  I prefume,  the  ordi- 
nary caufe  of  abforption  ; but  the  flimulus  of 
any  fubftance,  capable  of  being  abforbed,  may 
be  equally  a caufe  of  abforption,  nay,  may 
be  foiTietimes  a more  exciting  caufe  than  the 
common  one.  The  cuticle  (or  fcarf-fkin)  is  it- 
felf not  vafcular.  Inorganic,  and  infenfible.  It 
not  only  makes  an  external  covering  to  the 
body,  but  it  lines  fome  internal  cavities,  as  the 
mouth,  the  nofe,  the  oefophagus.  It  is  every 
whei^e  porous,  but  thefe  pores  are  probably  of 


various 
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various  diameters;  and  in  fome parts,  1 ^bould 
alfo  prefume,  it  might  be  more  porous,  m others 
lefs  fo.  This  cuticle  is  alfo  thicker  m fome 
places,  and  thinner  in  others.  There  is  a greater 
fecretion  on  thin  cuticular  furfaces,  and  of 
courfe  they  may  be  fuppofed  more  porous.  The 
abforl^ents  lie  under  it,  and  muft  be  Simulated 
through  it.  Abforption  may  take  place  through  _ 
the  thickeft  cuticular  furface,  efpecially  if  fe- 
vere  and  conftant  friaion  be  employed.  A 
porter,  for  example,  fliall  be  engaged  for  two 
or  three  days  in  rubbing  down  quickfilver  with 
hogs-lard  in  a mortar,  and  from  working  the 
peftle,  the  upper  end  of  which  is  now  and  then 
fmeared  with  a little  of  the  ointment,  he  fhall 
have  foetid  breath  and  fore  gums,  (die  ordinary 
effea  of  mercurial  friaion),  fliewing  that  ab- 
forption had  taken  place  from  one  of  the  thick- 
eft  cuticular  furfaces,  the  palms  of  his  hands. 
Though  abforption  may  take  place  from  fuch  a 
furface,  yet,  in  general,  the  thinner  the  cuticu- 
lar furface  is,  the  clofer  will  the  matter,  to  be 
abforbed,  be  applied  to  the  mouths  and  coats 
of  the  abforbents,  and  ftimulating  them  more 
readily,  will  be  fooner  abforbed.  Thus  vene- 
real matter,  applied  under  the  prepuce  In  men> 
or  on  the  inftde  of  the  labium  in  women,  gets 
fooner  into  the  inguinal  glands,  fooner  into  the 

C 2,  habit. 
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habit,  than  if  It  had  been  applied  to  the  omfide 
of  either  parts.  A little  child,  in  her  maid’s 
arms,  received  a kifs  from  a girl  of  the  town, 
who  accidentally  paffed  by.  The  cuticular  co- 
vering is  remarkably  thin  on  the  edge  of  the 
lips,  and  allowing  the  blood  to  appear  more 
readily  through  it,  gives  them  their  greater  red- 
nefs.  A chancre,  on  the  proje61;lng  part  of  the 
tmder-lip,  was  the  confequence  of  this  fakite  ; 
which,  in-  a few  days,  made  its  appearance,  and 
refifled  every  ^ application  for  a fortnight  or 
more.  At  laft  it  yielded  to  mercury ; and  thus 
fhewing  itfelf  to  be  venereal,  recalled  the  cir- 
cumdance  of  the  kifs,  which,  but  for  this,  had 
paffed  unnoticed.  Had  the  venereal  matter 
been  applied  to  the  cheek,  externally,  it  is  pro- 
bable, from  what  we  fee  daily,  that  it  might 
have  lain  fome  time  without  producing  any 
effedl;,  and  at  laff  have  bpen  wiped  off;  or,  at 
leaff,  that  it  would  not  have  produced  a chancre 
fooner  than  a fortnight,  or  even  fix  weeks.  If 
the  poifon  makes  its  way  more  quickly  from 
an  infide  or  thin  cuticular  furface,  why  fliould 
not  its  antidote  do  the  fame  thing 

The  abforption  of  calomel  from  the  infide 
of  the  mouth,  in  your  method,  appears,  from 
the  tefiimony  of  many  of  your  patients,  unde- 
niable. 


( 21  ) 

nlable.  For  If  they  rub  calomel  every  day  ^ 
on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  and  it  does  not 
gripe  or  purge;  and  if  the  common  effe6l 
of  it  taken  into  the  ftomach,  is,  that  it  cer- 
tainly gripes  and  purges ; then  we  muft  con- 
clude, that  the  calomel  given  in  your  way,  has 
not  gone  into  the  ftomach,  whilft  its  producing 
evident  effeas  on  the  difeafe  for  which  it  was 
exhibited,  fhews,  thatithias  certainly  got  into 
the  habit;  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  has  been 
abforbed  by  the  furface  to  which  it  was  ap- 
plied. 

Calomel  abforbed  in  your  way,  muft  be 
the  moft  eligible  method,  becaufe  it  is  lefs  apt 
to  irritate  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  and,  by 
purging,  to  deftroy  its  proper  effea,  than  it 
would  be  if  its  firft  aaion  was  to  be  immediate- 
ly on  thefe  parts.  There  are  fome  preparations 
.of  mercury  which  may  be  taken  into  the  fto- 
mach without  irritating  too  much,  provided 
opium  IS  exhibited  along  with  them  ; but  theie 
are  many  conftitutions  which  will  not  bear 
opium,  and  if  mercury  cannot  be  exhibited  pro- 
perly without  it,  patients  pofthfted  of  fuch 
conftitutions  muft  be  extremely  unfortunate, 
efpecially  if  to  the  former  peculiarity  of  habit 
' is  joined  another,  viz.  an  antipathy  in  the  Ikin 

to 
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to  every  thing  oily.  How  many,  originally 
vigorous,  deduce  their  prefent  weak  bowels,  and 
debilitated  conftitutions,  from  the  mifchief  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  aiSlion  of  mercury  on  the  prima 
via.  Now,  whether  the  calomel  is  here  ab- 
forbed  from  the  mouth,  or  not,  fuppoiing  it 
a6lually  goes  into  the  ftomach,  but  that  the 
circumftance  of  its  being  given  in  a liquid  form, 
diffufes  its  particular  flimulus,  or  that  this  di- 
mulus  is  blunted  by  its  ropy  vehicle  the  faiiva, 
and  that] thus  only  it  becomes  milder  in  its  ope- 
ration ; flill  the  fadl  is,  that  it  really  is  milder, 
and  of  courfe,  as  the  medicine  is  allowed  to 
be  equally  efficacious,  this  method  is  to  be 
preferred  to  any  of  the  modesof  exhibiting  mer- 
cury internally. 

With  thofe  who  believe  that  the  calomel 
is  abforbed  from  the  inlide  of  the  mouth,  and 
that  it  does  not  pafs  into  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teflines,  there  will  be  flill  lefs  doubt  with  re- 
fpeiSl  to  the  propriety  of  employing  this  method 
rather  than  the  giving  calomel,  or  indeed,  any 
other  commonly  prefcribed  preparation  of  mer-  ' 
cury,  in  form  of  draught,  bolus,  or  pill;  for 
though  thefe  preparations,  taken  into  the  fto-  V 
mach  and  inteffines,  may  fometimes  be  ab- 
forbed from  their  internal  furface,  as  well  as 
from  any  other,  yet,  from  the  greater  irrita- 

tability 
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hility  of  thefe  furfaces,  the  ftimulus  of  the  ca- 
lomel. or  of  the  other  preparations,  is  more 
likely  to  prove  too  great ; to  produce  ficknels, 
griping  and  purging,  and  to  occafion  their  be- 
tn/  hurled  out  of  the  body,  before  fulhcient 
time  has  been  allowed  for  their  abforption.  n 
this  way  the  remedy  runs  a greater  rilk  of  be- 
in"-  entirely  loft,  and  of  producing  as  little  et- 
fek  on  the  difeafe,  for  which  it  was  exhibited, 
as  the  Peruvian  bark  would  do  on  an  intermit- 
tent, if,  inftead  of  flaying  in  the  ftomach,  it 
was  conftantly  running  off  by  flool.  On  the 
contrary,  if  calomel  is  rubbed  on  the  infide  of 
the  mouth,  it  is  applied  to  a furface,  which  hap- 
pens to-be  alternately  expofed  to  heat  and  cold> 
add  to  confiderable  fridion  in  chewing  our  food, 
and  cleaning  our  teeth  ; of  courfe  to  a lefs  irri- 
table furface,  and  capable  even  of  bearing 
moderate  friftion.  The  calomel  will  here  be 
mixed  with  the  faliva  during  the  fridion,  will 
be  ditfufed  over  the  whole  mouth,  and  abforbed 
from  the  infide  of  the  Mps,  furfaces  of  the 
tongue,  roof  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  as  well 
as  of  the  cheeks*  Thus,  its  firft  etfedls  will  not 
be  in  the  way  of  flimulus  on  the  primes  vies, 
but  It  will  be  gradually  and  equally  applied  to 
the  general  fyftcm. 


Your 
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Your  fri(ftl0n  of  calomel  is  a lefs  tedious, 
iefs  laborious  procefs,  than  the  common  one 
of  rubbing  mercurial  ointment.  To  be  obliged 
t*o  rub,  with  their  own  hands,  half  a dram  of 
mercurial  ointment,  for  half  an  hour  every 
night,  is  a labour  only  to  be  conceived  by  thofe 
who  have  experienced  it.  Nothing  is  more 
univerfally  complained  of.  What  muft  it  be 
when  half  an  ounce,  or  even  a whole  ounce,  is 
rubbed  ? The  procefs,  in  llrort,  frequently  tires 
the  patient  fo  much,  that  he  gives  it  over  be- 
fore it  is  half  performed  ; and  fometimes  omits 
it,  when  it  ought  to  have  been  done.  It  re- 
quires conliderable  force ; and  if  the  patient  is 
very  weak,'  will,  to  him,  be  labour  in  vain. 
I am  perfuaded,  that  patients  frequently  mifs 
of  a cure  from  thefe  very  circumftances.  Let 
us  fuppofe  fifteen  grains  of  mercurial  ointment 
equal  in  effedl  to  one  grain  of  calomel.  This 
calculation,  I prefume,  will  not  be  thought  un- 
fair by  thofe  who  have  given  both  quantities, 
on  different  occafions,  to  venereal  patients ; and 
have  obferved,  that  they  could  go  on  with  the 
calomel,  for  twelve  or  fifteen  days,  fenfibly 
gaining  on  the  difeafe : whereas,  when  the 
ointment  was  employed,  it  became  neceffary, 
long  before  the  end  of  this  period,  to  increafe 
the  dofe,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  firfl  effedls. 
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if  a patient,  then,  muft  either  rub  fiftecii 
grains  of  common  mercurial  ointment,  or  one 
grain  of  calomel,  and  is  allowed,  after  try- 
ing both  waysj  to  choofe  for  himfelf,  theie 
will  be  little  doubt  with  refpea  to  his  choice. 

Your  method  alfo  recommends  irfelf,  aS  a 
neater  and  more  convenient  one,  than  the  rub- 
bing mercurial  ointment.  The  fri6lion  of  mer- 
curial ointment  on  the  thighs  or  arms,  is,  to 
many  people,  one  of  the  moft  difagreeable 
things  iri  the  world.  Its  leaden  colour,  con- 
trailed  with  the  Ikin,  makes  it  look  dirty.  It  ha*; 
a peculiarly  offenfive  fmell,  independent  of 
that  of  the  turpentine,  or  balfam  of  fulphur, 

• which  may  have  been  employed  in  extinguifli- 
ing  the  qulckfilver.  From  the  difficulty  attend- 
ing the  rubbing,  the  Ikin  is  generally  left  a 
little  fmeared  with  it,  after  the  procefs  is  over ; 
as  it  is  oily,  it  does  not  evaporate,  or  dry,  rea- 
dily ; and  it  will  ealily  hick  to  whatever  it 
touches.  Patients  are  obliged  to  deep  in  flan- 
nel drawers,  to  prevent  the  ointrrlent  from 
getting  through  and  daubing  the  bed-clothes. 
They  mult  be  frequently  changing  their 
drawers;  conftantly  walhing  the  Ikirt;  Or, 
as  wafhing  off  the  ointment  would  retard 
the  cure,  they  muft  remain  dirty  for 

D fix 


( 26  ) 

fix  weeks,  or  perhaps,  three  months  together} 
and  if,  by  accident,  any  part  of  the  ointment 
gets  upon  the  linen,  from  its  colour,  it  is  very 
apt  to  give  the  alarm  in  families,  and  lead  to 
difagreeable  difcoveries. 

Your’s  is  better,  cater  is  paribus,  than  the  com- 
mon modes  of  ^exhibiting  mercury  internally* 
in  as  much  as  it  employs  frid^ion.  Thin  as 
the  cnticnlar  furface  is,  to  which  the  calomel 
is  applied,  fridtion  feems  by  no  means  unne- 
ceffary ; and  I fhould  doubt  much  if  the  al- 
lowing the  powder  to  lie  on  the  furface,  or 
the  mere  keeping  it  in  the  mouth  for  ever  fo 
long  a time,  would  be  attended  with  the  fame 
fuccefs.  For  though  I have  no  idea  that  fric- 
tion forces  the  calomel  into  the  orifices  of  the 
abforbents,  yet  I am  convinced  that  the  fiimu- 
lus  of  the  fridlion,  joined  to  that  of  the  calo- 
mel, makes  them  take  up  the  mercury  more 
certainly  and  more  quickly.  * 

I am.  Sir, 

With  fincere  regard  and  efteem. 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  CRUIKSHANK. 

• For  a more  full  account  of  the  Abforbent  Syflem  in  general,  fee 
Gruikfliank’s  Letter,-  in  the  Second  edition  of  Clare’*  Effay  oa 
Aklcellb*,  &«. 
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Dear  Sir, 

1 Thank  you  for  the  prefent  of  your  Treatife 
•n  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  likewife  for 
the  honour  you  have  done  me  in  addrelling  to 
me  your  letter,  containing  “ Obfervations  on 
the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  the  Variolous 
Abfcefs,  with  remarks  on  the  modern  pradice 
of  Inoculation.”  Y ou  are  juftly  entitled  to  the 
cfteem  and  thanks  of  the  public,  for  the  pains 
you  have  taken  to  alleviate  the  fufferings  of 
mankind,  in  two  of  the  moft  dreadful  diforders 
incident  to  human  nature.  The  fmall  pox 
fweeps  off  one  fifth  of  the  human  fpecies  in  the 
ftate  of  infancy;  while  the  /ues  ’venerea  com- 
mits its  filent  ravages  on  the  flower  and  vigour 
of  youth.  Yet,  dreadful  as  thefe  calamaties 
are,  they  admit  of  more  relief  from  the  me- 
dical art,  than  any  other  diforders  with 
which  we  are  acquainted.  For  the  venereal 
difeafe  we  are  in  pofl'elTion  of  a fpecific  remedy, 
which,  if  properly  applied,  will  feldom  fail  to 
perform  a cure  ; and  the  fmall  pox,  every  one 
knows,  may,  by  inoculation,  be  rendered  fo 
mild,  as  hardly  to  deferve  the  name  of  a dif- 
eafe, To  extend  the  pra6fice  of  inoculation, 
and  to  point  out  the  mofl:  fafe  and  efficacious 
method  of  exhibiting  mercury,  muff  therefore 
be  qonfidered  as  two  of  the  greateft  benefits 
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that  can  be  conferred  on  mankind. — Of  all  the 
various  modes  of  exhibiting  mercury,  that 
which  you  recommend  feems  to  me  the  mod: 
fafe,  and  I have  no  doubt  but  it  will  likewife 
he  found  the  mod  efficacious.  A falfe  opinion 
has  long  prevailed,  that  every  medicine  ought 
to  be  taken  into  the  domach.  This  has  done 
much  mifchief.  Many  people  have  fucl\  an 
averdon  to  medicine  of  all  kinds,  that  they  will 
fufter  any  thing  rather  than  fwa.llow  a fingle 
dofe.  Others  have  Inch  a debility  of  the  vifcera, 
that  though  they  can  fwallow  mercury,  yet 
it  tears  their  domach  and  bowels  to  pieces.  Of 
ffiis,  every  medical  pradlitioner,  mud  have  feen 
many  indances.  There  are  few  perfons  who 
have  been  fo  unfortunate  tts  to  take  large  quan- 
tities of  this  mineral,  in  the  ufual  way,  who  do 
not  exhibit  melancholy  proofs  of  its  baneful 
effe61s  on  the  domach  and  bowels.  By  your 
mode  of  adminidering  mercury,  thefe  effeds 
are  obviated,  .while  it  is  much  more  cleanly 
and  agreeable  than  the  common  mode  of  ap- 
plying it  to  the  Ikin. — With  regard  to  your  re- 
ni^irks  on  the  modern  pra6lice  of  inoculation, 
I have  only  to  obferve,  that  they  entirely  co- 
incide with  my  own  fentiments  on  that  fubjecd. 
Inoculation  can  never  prove  a bleffing  to  man- 
kind till  the  praaice  becomes  general,  and  that 
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will  never  be  the  cafe  while  It  remains  in  the 
hinds  of  the  faculty.  Every  attempt,  there; 
fore  to  render  this  operation  eafy  and  fami- 
Uar’  and  to  fhew  that  it’s  fucceft  does  not  de... 
p:na  upon  medical  Ikill  and  ^ddrefs  eifoer  m 
nreparing  the  patient,  or  treating  the  difeale, 
1 be  hi-hly  lJudable.  Indeed  your  whole 
pamphlet  breathes  a fpirit  of  liberality  and 
LndLr,  which  will  not  fail  to  place  your  nam 
hi<rh  in  the  lift  of  thofe  generous  benefaftors 
■ offociety,  who  have  affifted  in  extending  the 
advantages  of  this  important  difcovery  to 
mankind.— Wilhing  you  all  fuccefs  in.jour 

endeavours  to  l^en  the  miferies  of  human 

life,  ' . ' 

I remain. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your’s  finccrely, 

]Sorfolk:ftreet,  Strand,  W.  BUCHAN, 
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Dear  Sir, 

V^N  reading  your  publication  on  Mercury, 
to  be  conveyed  into  the  conftitution  by 
abforption,  with  more  adavantage  and  equal 
fuccels,  &c.  I was  fo  pleafed  with  the  idea,  that 
I determined  to  try  it  the  firft  opportunity  which 
fliould  offei  itfelf,  flridlly  followingyour  mode, 
^prelcribed.  r-In  the  beginning  of  October  lall, 
a particular  friend  of  mine,  from  the  country, 
came  to  me,  then  about  a month  ill  of  a Viru- 
lent chancre,  to  fuch  a degree,  that  the  ulcers 
•of  various'fizes,  deeply  feated,  hadalmoftde- 
ftroyed  x\\q  framm.  Defirous  of  my  advice, 

I prefcribed  your  mercurial  liniment,  the  be- 
nefit of  which  he  very  foon  experienced,  by 
recovering  in  the  fpace  of  a fortnight,  perceiv- 
ing not  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  from  its 
life*  He,  on  the  contrary,  found  his  bow'els 
perfedUy  free  from  any  attack  on  them,  the 
ufual  attendant  on  former  methods  of  treat- 
ment, which  he  had  frequently  experienced 
^previous  to  this  trial.  No  kind  of  wadi  or  ap- 
plication whatfoever  was  ufed  for  the  ulcers,  - 
which,  notwithdanding,  grew  gradually  better 
and  healed.  I faw  him  but  very  lately,  when 
heinformedme,  ihathehadnot  had  thefmalleft 
return  of  the  complaint  in  any  diape. — It  af- 
forded me  the  more  pleafure,  as  he  was  obliged 

to 
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to  vlllt  much,  and  go  into  companies,  where 
a refervednefs  in  his  manner  of  living  among 
his  friends,  mud  inevitably  have  raifed  fuch  fuf- 
picions  as  would  have  proved  prejudicial. — 
Two  other  cafes  of  the  like  complaint  have 
lince  occurred  to  me,  in  both  fexes;  where  I 
was  certain  of  its  full  andgood  effect; 
And  what  is  more  furprizing,  is,  that  this 
mode  feems  to  agree  better  with  people  who  are 
debauchees,  having  had  a mod  edential  proof 
of  this  alTertion  in  the  one,  a man  who  drank 
all  kind  of  drong  liquors,  was  fcarcely  ever  in 
bed  for  a week  together,  and  that  at  the  break 
of  day,  and  much  expofed  to  cold,  damp,  and 
moid  air.— If  thefe  little  obfervations,  made 
by  me,  iil  confequence  of  your  difintereded 
publication,  can  afford  you  any  fatisfadfioUj 
I will,  in  future,  do  myfelf  the  pleafure  tocom- 
municate  what  {hall  fall  under  my  infpedfion, 
with  the  utmod  candour;  till  when,  I remain, 
with  much  edeem.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  Servant, 

i^outhampton-fireet,  HENRY  KROHNu 

Co-vent'Garden, 


S I R, 
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SIR, 

I Communicate  to  you  with  that  degree 
of  pleafure  and  fatisfadfion  which  is  eafief 
to  be  conceived  than  expreffed  by  gene- 
rpus  and  liberal-minded  men^  (whofe  grand 
objedt  is  philanthropy,)  a very  obhinate  fyphi- 
litic  cafe,  which  occurred  to  me  in  my  pradtice  j 
at  the  time  I was  furgeon  of  his  Majefifs  JJAp 
Heart  of  Oak.  This  cafe  had  refilled  a tho- 
rough mercurial  courfe,  as  recommended  by 
Sir  William  Fordyce,  and  other  men  of  emi- 
nence, and  yielded  at  laft  to  the  elegant  and 
agreeable  mode  difcovered  and  recommended 
by  you,  in  your  late  ingenious  publication,  which 
merits  a candid  reception  from  the  public; 
"This  is  due  to  every  individual  wdio  com- 
municates his  knowledge  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind. 

Mr.  Bird.)  at  prefent  furgeon  to  the  gallant 
Lord  Hood,  was  the  firfl  who  advifed  me  to 
make  trial  of  your  new  method  of  applying 
mercury,  having  often  tried  it  himfelf  with  the 
greatefl  fuccefs.  I confefs  that  at  firft  thought 
it  ftaggered  me,  but  having  feen  and  proved 
its  good  effedls,  I am  now  as  much  an  advocate 
for  It,  as  I was  before  doubtful  of  its  efficacy* 
After  1 had  perufed  with  attention,  and  maturely 
conlidered  your  Treatife  on  the  fubjedl,  I was 

flruck 
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llruck  with  the  pertinence  of  yoiir  remarks  and 
ihgeniiity  of  argument,  being  confident  with 
rcafon  and  founded  on  anatomical  fails ; at  the 
fame  time  I have  been  often  a witnefs  to  the 
fallacy  of  the  Alterative  Plan,  wnth  the  dlfagree- 
able  and  dreadful  confequences  arifing  from 
mercurial  friilion  on  the  extremities.  I have 
known  on  Jl^lp  board,  and  on  lliore  likewife, 
but  more  particularly  in  the  former,  dange- 
rous fevers  and  fatal  diarrhoeas  fupervene  from 
that  manner  of  applying  the  mercury  ;---I  am 
now  confining  mylelf  entirely  to  fea  pradlice  ; 
and  you  will  anticipate  me  in  remarking,  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  conflitutes  a great  part  of 
it. — My  objedlion  to  the  mercurial  unguentous 
friilions  at  fea  muft  appear  clear  and  obvious 
to  every  prailltioner  on  that  element,  and  is 
plainly  this:  the  unavoidable  expofure  to  the 
external  air  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour, 
Ivhile  the  procefs  of  rubbing  in  the  ointment 
is  performing  in  the  cockpit,  the  place  allotted 
for  the  furgeons  to  examine  the  fick  and 
wounded.  The  refult  of  fuch  treatment  is,  an 
obflrucled  perfpiration,  which  too  frequently 
terminates  in  a dangerous  febrile  affedlion,  and 
that  of  the  putrid  kind,  and  we  are  all  fenfible 
how  fatally  that  difeafe  ends  on  fhip  board,  by 
perhaps  being  communicated  to  half  the  crew. 
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Advocates  and  ftlcklers  for  this  method  o^ 
tiling  mercury,  have  not,  or  will  not  attend  ^ 
to  the  above  interefting  particulars:  they  con- 
tend, that  the  mercurial  ointment  does  not 
affedl  the  alimentary  canal,  fo  as  to  excite 
them  to  evacuate  their  contents,  and  that  it  is 
ealier  conveyed  into  the  circulation,  than  when 
taken  into  the  ftomach  in  form  of  bolufes, 
mixtures,  &c.  that  it  fooner  gets  into  the  fan- 
guiferous  fyllem,  than  when  taken  in  by  the 
mouth.  Be  it  fo,  yet  experience  affures  us, 
that  it  often  does  affedt  the  liomach,  and  will 
be  as  readily  abforbed  and  carried  into  that 
\,^{hful  organ  in  the  animal  ceconomy,  as  the 
Application  of  a 'pf  cpdi  cition  to  an  in 

hamed  leg,  which  caufed  violent  cholics,  and 
other  dyfpeptic  fymptoms.  A cafe  of  this 
kind  lately  occurred  to  a friend  of  mine,  a 
very  eminent  pradlitioner  in  furgeiy  in  this 
metropolis;  and  therefore  to  realon  from  ana- 
logy and  upon  the  fame  principle,  mercury 
rubbed  on  the  extremities  I have  often  feen 
occadon  very  violent  diarrhoeas,  which  greatly 
reduce  the  patient. 

I have  faid  no  more  than  what  is  jnd,  and 
founded  on  fadlis,  and  fadls  are  dubborn  things : 
but  men  of  a certain  defcriptlon,  biaffed  by 

particular  methods  or  fyftems,  too  frequently 
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prevent  the  advancement,  and  improvement  oF 
medical  knowledge,  and  by  ellabliihing  the 
whims,  errors,  and  opinions  of  their  refpeaive 
teachers,  rather  than  advancing  any  new 
opinion  to  the  improvement  of  their  profelTion, 
go  on  in  the  old  beaten  track. — I know  no 
charafter  fo  truly  defpicable,  or  that  deferves 
the  reproach  and  indignation  of  fociety  more, 
than  the  man  who  defpifes  the  knowledge  ol 
I rules  of  fciences  in  the  pra^ice  of  a liberal  art, 
when  the  moll;  invaluable  and  precious  of  all 
human  blelTings,  health,  and  its  attendant  com- 
forts, are  at  ftake.— Let  us,  as  men  profelling 
* a liberal  fcience,  lhake  off  prejudice,  and  con- 
fcientioudy  and  judiciouhy  adopt  that  mode 
which  is  confillent  with  reafon,  and  crowned 
with  fuccefs. — 1 am  convinced  that  the  majo- 
rity of  the  naval  furgeons,  candidly  fpeaking, 
will  drengthen  thefe  my  jud  adertions,  and 
conclude  with  me  in  obferving,  that  your  mode 
of  udng  mercury  is  the  mod  agreeable,  fafe, 
and  efficacious  of  any  pradifed  dnce  this  dire- 
ful malady  made  its  appearance  in  Europe, 
which  is  now  near  three  centuries  ago.  Happy 
will  it  be  for  mankind  when  generally  adopted, 
and  1 hope  foon  to  fee  it  rife  fuperior  to 
the  mean  attacks  of  illiberal-minds,  which 
can  bedow  no  praife  but  on  themlelves.  If 
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'in  thel'e  few  and  incorredl  remarks  1 contri- 
bute in  the  lead:  degree  to  make  It  more  exr 
tenfively  embraced,  I fliall  think  it  one  of  the 
happiell  periods  of  my  life:  for  nothing  re- 
joices me  more  than  to  fee  men  of  merit  meet 
with  their  defert.  I fhall  feledt  one  of  feveral 
fuccefsful  cafes. 

A young  gentleman,  a midfhipman,  aged 
twenty  years,  came  on  board  the  Heart  of 
Oak  on  September  the  20th,  1781.  His  fym}> 
toms  were  as  follows,  a violent  head-ach,  noc- 
turnal pains  in  his  bones,  a large  foul  undl- 
gefted  ulcer  in  his  left  tonlil,  a large  chancre 
on  the  preputium,  a heat  in  his  urethra  at- 
tended with  a great  fcalding  when  he  made 
water,  but  notvvithftanding  all  thefe  terrible 
appearances,  he  was  able  to  go  about.  Upon 
my  requeuing  to  be  informed  of  every  thing 
relative  to  the  rife'and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe ; 
lie  told  me  that  It  was  contracted  at  Portfmouth, 
about  four  months  previous  to  his  being  or- 
dered on  board  the  Heart  of  Oak.  It  frll:  ap- 
peared with  a very  troublefome  irritation  in 
the  urinary  paffage,  which  feized  him  about 
four  days  after  this  impure  conncdllon,  and 
for  fome  days  encreafed,  notwithftanding  his 
immediate  application  to  the  furgeon  of  the 
diip  he  was  the:;  on  board  of,  being  a guard- 
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ilVip  atSplthead.  He  gave  him,  as  he  faid,  aL 

mond  emuliions,  with  nitre,  falts  and  manna, 
and  qrdered  him  to  dilute  freely  with  barley 
>vater,  linl'eed  tea,  and  other  fuch  demulcents, 
Venseleclion  was  not  omdtted.  In  the  conrle 
of  ten  days,  mercurial  ointment  was  ufed  very 
liberally  on  his  thighs,  for  at  leaf!  a month, 
with  brilk  purges  at  intervals — The  running, 
he  faid,  was  very  plentiful  for  the  fpace  of  five 
or  lix  weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
he  was  thought  to  be  cured ; however,  a few 
vv  eeks  after,  Hs  health  was  gradually  on  the 
decline,  with  a diminution  of  appetite,  Ifrength, 
and  fpirits ; his  deep  was  interrupted  by  pains 
in  his  limbs,  and  nothing  more  was  adininir 
flered  to  him  untill  he  came  on  board  cur 
lliip. — I thought  the  above  was  a proper  cafe 
to  give  your  mode  a thorough  trial,  and  the 
refult  was  as  follows : 

I directed  him  to  rub  two  grains  of  calomel 
on  tl;e  iniide  of  his  mouth  twice  in  the  day, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days,  his  mouth 
became  tender  and  his  breath  affedted:  w'hen 
that  event  took  place,  the  chancre  and  ulcer 
in  his  toniil  put  on  a kind  and  healing  appear- 
ance, granulated  well,  and  were  entirely 
healed  in  thef  Ipace  of  five  weeks  after  adher- 
ing to  this  treatment. — As  for  his  other  fymp-^ 
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toms,  the  head-ach,  nodlurnal  pains,  &cc.  at  the 
termination  of  feven  weeks  they  were  per- 
fectly cured.  I have  one  remark  to  make, 
that  during  this  mercurial  courfe,  I kept  up  a 
conftant  forenefs  in  his  mouth,  but  took  care 
to  avoid  a fpitting : this  was  accoiiiplifhed  by 
deliftino;  from  rubbins;  when  the  forenefs  ran 
too  high.  It  was  furprifing,  that  from  the  firft 
fortnight  after  he  had  nfed  the  calomel,  he  re- 
covered his  appetite  and  fpirits,  gathered 
ftrength  daily,  and  became  fat  upon  it. — I am 
afraid.  Sir,  I have  encroached  too  much  on 
your  patience,  but  believe  me  I feel  a fenlible 
pleafure  in  the  relation  of  thefe  faCls.  This 
one  of  the  many  eafes  in  which  I have  had  an 
opportunity  of  proving  its  fuperior  efficacy, 
alone  is  a fhfficient  incitement  to  prefer  it  above 
all  other  methods.  That  it  may  be  attended 
with  a conftant  uniform  courfe  of  fuccefs,  is 
the  fincere  wifli  of,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 
J^(^vereux  Court,  Wm.  TURNBULI^. 

Strand, 
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A Lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  in^  the  ivlonth 
of  November,  1781,  contraaed  Siphy- 
L IS,  for  v/hich  he  had  been  bled  freely,  taken 
rough  Mercurial  purges,  and  been  ordered  to 
abftain  from  all  ftrong  liquors.  From  this  fe- 
vere  treatment,  and  the  diforder  together,  he 
was  greatly  emaciated;  in  which  flate  he  ap- 
plied to  me.  By  thd  ufe  of  your  method,  and 
a free  regimen,  he  foon  recovered  his  health. 
When  I propofed  his  rubbing  a little  powder 
on  his  lips,  he  feemed  much  prejudiced  againft 
it,  faying,  **  IVhcit  con  thot  clof  But  on  my 
explaining  the  nature  and  operation  of  the  pro- 
cefs,  he  confented  to  make  a trial  of  it ; and 
afterwards  thanked  me  for  my  great  attention 
and  care  of  him. 

I have  been  affured  by  feveral  perfons,  that 
they  have  repeatedly  cured  themfelves  by  the 
diredfionsin  your  book;  which  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, caufe  your  method  to  be  brought  into  ge- 
neral ufe;  a circumftance  devoutly  to  be  wifhed. 

Tofumup  the  merits  of  your  pravflice  in  few 
words,  I am  convinced  that  many  lives,  de- 
flroyed  by  confumptions,  ariling  from  violent 
courfes  of  mercury,  might  have  been  preferved 
by  the  adoption  of  your  mild  and  falutary 

procefs.  I am,  Sir,  &c. 

Wm.  TURNBULL, 
Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

ON  reading  ^''our  late  publication,  with  re- 
gard  to  the  application  of  mercury,  to 
theinfide  of  the  mouth,  &c.  with  more  advan*- 
tage  than  from  any  other  mode  offered  to  the 
public,  I was  fo  pleafed  with  the  fimplicity 
andneatnefs  of  the  method,  that  I was  deter- 
mined to  adopt  it  the  firfi:  opportunity.  I fhall 
not  troulde  you  with  a narrative  of  particular 
cafes,  of  which  you  have  had  many  from  difi 
ferent  correfpondents;  I can,  however,  frorh 
fe\  cral  inifances  alfure  you,  that  I haVe  feen 
more  fjreedy  and  falutary  eifedts  from  your 
method,  than  from  any  other  yet  held  forth 
to  the  pLibiici  With  regard  to  the  dodfrine  of 
abforption,  I do  not  fuppofe  any  perfons  ac- 
quainted with  the  animal  fyflem,  and  the  hif- 
tory  of  phyfic,  will  refufe  their  affent  to  it. 
Th  is  being  taken  for  granted,  wherever  the 
fridlion  can  be  moderately  ufed  io  the  thin  cuti- 
cular  inner  furf aces  of  the  body,  every  perfon 
converfant  with  the  fubjedl:,  mufl:  rationally 
conclude,  that  there  it  will  prove  mofl  elfec- 
tuah  Much  might  be  faid  in  fupport  of  vour 
hypothelis,  but  after  what  thofe  ingenious 
Men,  Dodlor  Hunter,  and  Afr.  Cruikfhank, 
havo  advanced  in  fupport  of  the  dodlrine  of 
abforption,  and  in  commendation  of  your  dif- 

covery 


( 4i  ) 

tovery.  It  would  be  fnperfluous  to  urge  any 
thing  more  upon  the  fubjea.— Give  me  leave 
only  to  fay,  that  I do  not  think  there  has  been 
a greater  difeovery  fince  Sydenham’s  time, 
except  the  modern  treatment  of  inflammatory 
fevers,  efpecially  that  of  inbculation,  in  which, 
improvement  the  candid  Baron  Dimfdale  claims 
the  greatefl:  merit  from  the  public.  No  perfon 
of  liberal  fentiments  will  condemn  your’s,  or. 
any  other  new  method,  until  they  make  a fair 
trial  thereof,  efpecially  as  you  have  advanced 
nothing  inconfiftent  with,  or  contradidory  to 
the  prefent  pradice,  in  the  treatment  of  the 
venereal  difeafe.  — The  expofing  perfons  to 
the  cold  air,  and  indulging  them  in  the  free 
ufe  of  cold  water  for  their  drink,  even  in  the 
natural  fmall-pox,  had  far  greater  difliculties 
to  ftruggle  with,  than  the  pradice  you  have 
recommended. 

If  any  thing  that  I have  faid  In  confequence 
of  your  liberal  and  ingenious  publication  can. 
afford  you  any  fatisfadlon,  I will  occaflonally 
communicate  to  you  In  future,  whatever  may 
fall  under  my  obfervation; 

And  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
Welkhfe-Square,  Wm.  TURNBULL,  M.  D. 
17^3- 
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Dear  Sir,  AJljby^  Aug.  i8,  1783c 

I AM  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  Pam- 
phlets, and  for  the  honorable  mention  you 
have  made  of  me.  I have  read  them  with 
pleafure,  and  approve  of  the  pradhice  of  ufing 
inje6lions  in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhcea.  It  is 
the  ready  way  to  work,  nor  does  it  deny  the 
affiftance  of  internal  medicines,  when  virulence 
or  negle6l  has  made  them  neceffary.  I fin- 
cerely  wifh  you  fuccefs  in  decrying  the  ufe  of 
large  quantities  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  fiphy- 
lis ; it  is  perfectly  unnecefTary,  always  in- 
•jui'ious,  and  I do  believe  it  has  killed  multi- 
tudes, and  deflroyed  the  health  of  millions. 
I hope  to  fee  the  horrid  pra6iice  of  daubing 
with  loads  of  extingulfhed  quickfilver,  laid 
afide,  and  I meail  to  allift  in  expunging  a me- 
thod founded  in  erroneous  principles. 

I am  glad  alfo  to  fee  you  turn  your  thoughts 
to  medical  furgery;  and  if  furgeons  in  general 
would  look  the  fame  way,  they  would  be  do- 
ing eflential  fervice  to  mankind.  Wifhing 
fuccefs  in  your  inquiries, 

I am.  Dear  SIR, 

Your  mofl;  humble  Servant, 

THO.  KIRKLAND.’^ 
SIR, 
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SOON  after  the  publication  I faw  your  two 
little  volumes.  Your  hypothefis  I imme- 
diately embraced,  being  irrelilfibly  ftruck  with 
its  rationality.  I diredlly  and  clearly  conceived 
how  much  ealier  calomel  and  fallva  would  be 
abforbed  than  the  vifcid  fubftance  of  an  oint- 
ment; and  how  much  more  eligible  fucli  a 
mode  muft  be,  under  the  Ideas  of  eafe  and  ele- 
gance. I moreover  admired  your  manner  of 
applying  it — How  much  more  readily  the  in- 
ternal furface  of  the  mouth  or  the  lips  muft 
abforb,  than  any  external  part  of  the  body, 
where  fubftances  capable  of  being  abforbed 
have  both  cuticula  and  cutis  to  pafs!  Befides, 
I was  convinced  of  it,  from  the  ready  entrance 
this  virus  meets  with,  and  from  the  fpeedy 
and  effedlual  communication  of  its  dire  conta- 
gion, as  in  the  cafe  of  an  ulcer  in  the  lip  com- 
ng  Into  contadl  with  that  of  a found  perfon. 
Thefe,  Sir,  were  my  refledllons,  on  reading 
your  book;  and  I firmly  hold  them  to  this 
hour.  I cannot  here  omit  mentioning  your 
fentiments  touching  my  worthy  teacher.  Dr, 
Hugh  Smith’s  inje<S^ions ; firft,  of  bland  oil, 

after- 
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afterwards  of  a folution  of  white  vitriol.  You 
are  the  only  fnrgeon  that  I ever  found  would 
even  bear  the'mention  of  fuch  an  injedlion ; but 
it  was  becaufe  they  never  gave  themfelves 
time  to  conlider  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded;  but  you  have  candidly  conhdered* 
and  handfomely  defended  them.  I can  only 
add  my  warmefl:  wiflies,  that  your  truly  laud^ 
able  and  difinterefted  purfuits  may  be  fucceeded 
by  growing  ‘and  lafting  fame  and  opulence ; 
who  am,  though  not  fo  happy  as  to  know 
you.  Sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  Servant,' 

S.  SAUNDERS,  Surgeon, 

Boreliam~wood, 
near  Barnet,  Herts. 


In  addition  to  what  is  faid  in  my  book  con-»  ! 
cerning  Injedlion,  which  Lam  glad  to  find  has  ' 
rnet  with  the  approbation  of  this  Gentleman,  I | 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  objedtions  raifed  i 
by  fome  againft  this  fort  of  pradlice,  do  not  I 
bold  good  with  refpedl:  to  vitriolic  injections.  1 
Thefe,  inftead  of  locking  up  the  virulent  dil-  | 
charge  in  the  urinary  paffage,  occafion  a fepa-  J 
ration  of  the  mucus,  and,  by  their  detergent  pro-  i 
perty,  immediately  difiodge  the  offending,  irri-  ft 
\atlng 
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SIR 

Your  peculiar  and  elegant  method  of 
' adminiftering  mercury  by  abforption, 
has,  it  is  well  known,  much  expedited  the  cure 
of  hues  Venerea',  and  appears,  in  that  relpett, 
to  have  met  with  the  approbation  of  many 
P-entlemen  of  the  faculty,  eminent  for  thejr 
learning  and  abilities.  Indeed,  any  one,  who 
for  a moment  confiders  the  direful  effe6ls  that 
accompany  the  introdudion  of  this  a6l;ive  mi- 
neral into  the  flomach,  or  the  difagreeable  and 
tedious  procefs  of  forcing  a ,greafy  ointment 
through  the  Ikin,  will  not  heiitate  to  confer 
upon^ou,  all  the  applaufe  that  fo  important 
a difcovery  merits. 

It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  the  benefit 
of  this  improvement  may  be  ftill  farther  ex~ 
tended.  I am  the  more  eafily  induced  to  com-, 
municate  to  you  my  fentiments  upon  this  fub, 
je61,  from  a convidlion  that  your  philanthropy 
muft  render  every  obfervation  agreeable,  that 
tends  to  promote  the  general  good  of  mankind. 

Medical  writers  have  always  obferved,  that 
the  Hydrophobia,  the  principal  fymptom  occa- 
fioned  by  the  bite  of  a mad  dog,  particularly 
affedlsthe  throat  and  fall  vary  glands.  It  is  welf 
known  that  mercury  has  a peculiar  tendency, 

efpecially 
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elpecially  when  adminif^^red  in  your  method, 
to  ftimnlate,  and  increafe  the  ad  ion  of  thefe 
glands.  May  we  not  therefore  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  that  mercury  might  be  ufed  with  advantage 
to  obviate,  or  to  cure  this  fhocking  malady. 
This  jDi'adice  has,  indeed,  been  recommended 
by  fome  medical  writers,  but  it  has  by  no 
means  been  pnrfued  with  that  attention  and 
ijpirit  that  it  feems  to  deferve. — ^From  a juft 
fear  of  hurting  their  conftitutions,  many  people 
are  deterred  from  taking  mercury  in  the  ufual 
manner  as  a preventive,  when  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  having  contraded  this  difeafe. 
This  fear  might  be  greatly  obviated,  and  life  in 
many  cafes  preferved,  by  uling  your  method, 
which  neither  endangers  health,  nor  is  produc- 
tive of  any  inconvenience. 

Even  after  the  Hydrophobia  has  taken  place, 
by  fuddenly  producing  a violent  falivation,  the 
poifon  might,  perhaps,  be  expelled,  and  the 
patient  have  fome  chance  to  recover.  The  moft 
expeditious  method  of  impregnating  the  fyftem 
with  a great  quantity  of  mercuryis,  no  doubt,  by 
abforption  from  the  mouth ; as  your  pradice 
combines  the  moft  eafy,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  moft  effedual  means  of  applying  this 
^dive  remedy  to  the  human  body. 

I am,  SIR,  Yours,  &c. 

- 4^  ^783-  ALEX;,.  P.  BUCHAN. 
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The  accelerated  progrefs  of  your  truly 
ingenious  mode  of  curing  a diforder  fq 
inimical  to  both  fexes,  by  abforption  from  the 
internal  furface  of  the  mouth  and  lips,  defeats 
the  influence  of  prejudice,  in  proportion  as 
pradlitioners  become  more  and  more  eye-wit- 
nefles  to  its  fuperior  advantages  over  all  other 
methods  hitheito  pra61ifed.  Its  fuccefs  has 
gained  it  fuch  an  extraordinary  attention,  that, 
in  fhe  records  of  medical  difeoveries,  there  is 
not,  perhaps,  an  example  of  fuch  zeal  and 
emulation  having  been  excited  by  any  obje<9  5 
becaufe  few,  indeed,  would  be  deemed  fo  i^~ 
terefting,  were  we  but  acquainted  with  all  the 
ravages  long  made  by  the  improper  admlnif- 
tration  of  mercury  mofl  juflly  condemned  hy 
jrOui  intelligent  correfpondents.  For  my  own 
part,  pleafed  with  the  novelty  of  the  idea,  I 
was  no  lefs  fo  with  its  fuccefs,  which.  I have 
fully  evinced  in  a variety  of  cafes. 

, Your  unreferved  and  open  communication  of 
it  to  the  public,  through  various]  channels,  has 
brought  fo  many  champions  into  the  field,  that 
it  is  not  a few  fheets  of  paper  that  would  ferve 
to  relate  the  fuccefsful  hifloryof  the  campaign. 

When  your  ufeful  difeovery,  and  that  otLr 
iipportam  one  of  Dr.  Prieflly,  the  dephlogifli- 

cated 
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bated  Air,  which,  as  far  as  it  bids  fair  to  ciirc) 
without  internal  medicines,  pulmonic  com- 
plaints, the  too  frequent  confequences  of  rough 
mercurial  courfes,  may  be  conhdered  as  nearly 
allied  to  ^^our’s  of  abforption  : I fay,  when  both 
thefe  difcoveries,  which  feem  to  have  been  re- 
ferved  for  this  period  of  time,  are  viewed  in 
their  proper  light,  fome  may  be  apt  to  think, 
with  the  learned  Abbe  Fontana,  that  we  feerrl 
approaching  one  of  thofe  great  epochas  to 
which  nature'  condudls  uSj  after  a lapfe  of 
ages,  and  which  fhe  diftinguifhes  by  fome  re- 
markable difcoveries  for  the  benefit  of  mankind* 

I intended,  at  this  time,  to  have  added  fome 
obfervations  and  experiments  on  dephlogifti- 
Gated  air,  in  cafes  which  baffle  the  art  of  phy- 
fic ; but  thefe  I mufi:  defer  till  another  oppoi* 
tunity.  I am,  giR,  your^s,  &c. 

No,^  iqbj  Fleet-Street.  J.  DEBRAW* 

My  ingenious  friend  and  neighbour,  hlr.  De- 
braw,  whofe  abilities  in  chymifiry  and  medi- 
cine were  well  known  and  refpc;6led  at  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  during  a refidence  of  fe- 
veral  years,  having  promifed  me  the  refult  of 
his  obfervations,  I can  only  fay,  I fhall  be  happy 
to  convey  them  in  a future  publication.  In  the 
meantime  fee  Dr.  Foihergill’s  remarks  on  De- 
phlogifflcated  Air,  addreffed  to  Dr.  Hawes. 
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Dear  Sir, 

I AM  quite  afhamed  in  not  anfwerlng  your 
very  polite  and  kind  favors  fooner,  and  I 
return  you  many  thanks  for  your  books. 

Ever  fince  you  communicated  to  me  your 
new  and  ingenious  mode  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury by  abforption,  I have  found  it  very  fuc- 
celsful  both  in  chronic  difeafcs,  and  alfo  in 
furgery,  in  one  very  obftinate  fchirrous  and 
fcrophulous  tumor  of  the  teftis. 

It  is  a very  fafe  and  neat  way  of  adminifter- 
ing  mercury;  and,  in  fome  habits,  I gave  it 
during  the  hard  froft,  without  catching  cold. 
It’s  ufe  muft  not  be  confined  to  the  Lues 
alone,  as  many  important  difcoveries  will  be 
found  out.  It  will  always  fucceed  in  cafes 
both  in  phyfic  and  furgery,  where  there  is  not 
too  great  a putrefcency  of  the  blood  and  juices. 

I am,  Dear  SIR, 

Your  moft  obliged  hurhble  fervant, 

RICHARD  TURNER,  Surgeon. 

Uxbridge, 
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DIRECTIONS 

For  applying  the  MERCURY, 

Rub  half  a gram,  or  a grain,  of  Calomel, 
on  the  body  of  the  tongue,  on  the  mouth 
or  lips,  twice  or  oftener  in  the  day,  carefully 
difcharging  the  faliva  by  the  mouth,  for  a 
minute  or  longer,  that  it  may  not  purge.  The 
fores  may  be  fprinkled  with  the  lame  powder, 
dry,  or  moiftened  with  a little  oil  or  water. 

One  dram  of  Calomel  being  well  mixed  with 
a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  Armenian  Bole,  and 
ufed  as  a Dentifrice,  two  or  three  times  a day, 
as  circumftances  may  require,  will  alone  often 
effedl  a cure. 

Many  other  preparations  of  mercury  exhi- 
bited in  this  form,  difcreetly  prepared,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  faculty,  will  anfwer 
the  fame  good  purpofe  in  the  moft  inveterate 
cafes. 
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k VfR.  TURNER,  in  his  letter  obferves,  that 
VX  My  method  of  adminiftering  mercurj^ 

dll  always  fucceed  in  cafes  hothdn  phyfic  and 

urgery,  where  there  is  not  too  great  a putre- 
cency  of  the  blood  and  juices/’  In  fuch  habits 
recommend  the  fofr,  or  hard  extrad  of  bark 
powdered,  and  applied  to  the  fnrface  of  the 
mouth,  where,  mixing  with  a watery  menftruum, 
it  diffolves,  and  will  be  quickly  abforbed. 

.The  beft  medicines  when  fwallowed,  often 
create  opprefiion  and  ficknefs  in  the  flomach, 
and  are  rejeded  by  the  mouth,  under  which  clr- 
cumOance  little  benefit  can  be  derived  to  the 
patient,  and  when  they  do  keep  down,  if  we 
are  to  judge  often  from  their  non  effed  on  the  dif- 
order,  we  may  fairly  conclude  they  areeonvey- 
ed,  like  the  grofler  food,  'through  the  ‘body, 
the'  more  fine  and  fubtle  parts  alone  being  ab- 
orbed  by  the  ladeals,  and  converted  into  blood, 
[dcnce  probably  it  is,  that  the  largeft  dofes  of 
bark,  and  other  medicines  of  that  dais,  often  fail 

in  “mortifications  of  the  limbs,  for  it  is  not  the 
quantity  of  medicine  taken,  -but  fo  much  only  as 
happens  to  gain  admififion  into  the  f)'ftem,  on 

which  dependence  can  be  placed. 

- It  is  eafy  to  conceive  there  may  be  firuations 
where  it  would  prove  of  the  higheft  importance, 
to  make  a little  bark,  or  mercury,  go  as  far  as 

I pdfifible,  and  with  a -different  management,  an 

ounce 
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ounce  might,  in  fome  hands,  produce  the  good 
tiffcdls  of  pounds,  in  others,  I mean  by  abfoqjtion 
.'from  the  mouth,  infteadof  the  flomach. 

I am 'riot  fingular  in  my  objections  to  the  cuf* 
tomary  modes  of  fwallowing  medicines  in  the 
grofs,  an  ingenious  and  liberal  author  having  ex- 
prefled  his  fentiments  in  the  following  terms : 

“ A falfe  opinion  has  long  prevailed,  that  every 
-medicine  ought  to  be  taken  into  the  fl:omach. 
This  has  done  much  michief.  Many  people  have 
fuch  an  averfion  to  medicine  of  all  kinds,  that 
they  will  fuffer  any  thing,  rather  than  fwallow  a 
Angle  dofe.” — I am  perfuaded  that  various  difor- 
ders  proceeding  from  obftruftions,  and  which 
fall  under  the  province  of  the  phyfician,  might 
f be  happily  cured  by  the  abforption  of  calomel, 
which  pervades  the  mofl:  minute  veflels,  as  well 
-.as  the  larger  ones,  when  applied  to  the  furface 
of  the  tongue,  without  fubjecfting  the  patient  to 
confinement,  or  any  kind  of  reftraint.  Several 
infiances  of  the  furprifing  efficacy  of  calomel, 
in  fcrophulous  and  cutaneous  difeafes  in  general 
have  lately  occurred  in  my  .pracSHce.  * 

* ‘A  boy  of  eight  years  of.age  applied  to  me  lately,  with  a violent  in- 
. flammatlon  of  the  left  eye, -which  bad  deprived  him  of  •fight,  and  had  a 
. fcrophulous  afpeft  ; I gave  him  half  a grain  of  calomel  to  rub  on  his 
tongue,  twice  a day,  and  dircfled  him  not  to  fwallow  his  Ipittlcfor  a few 
minutes  after;  andiuthree  weeks  the  poor  boy  was  reflored  to  his  vifion, 
— A girl  of  feventcen  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover  by  the  fame  means, 
of  an  ulcer  upon  the  integuments  of  her  nofe,  w'hlch  complaint  had  been 
of  long  Handing,  and  pronounced  cancerous. 


A ,3  IP  H,Y  LI  TIC  ODE, 

By  JOHN  u R N B U L L,  Esft. 

SA  Y S V E N u,  s to  her  Son,  one  Day, 

Ah  wherefore  ;do  y ou  from  me  flray ! 

Why  fly  my  tender  Arms  ? 

No  common  Incident,  1 fear,  > 

Has  made  you  fuch  a flranger  here  ; 

Hafte,  eafc  my  Heart’s  Alarms ! ' H . 

To  Earth,  dear  Mother,  I have  been  ; 

To  Earth  I went ; quite  choak'd  with  Spleen! 

To  fee  my  vot’ries  fall 
A Prey  to  fell  Difeafe,  and  Pain, 

To  Shame,  to  Torment,  and  Dlfdain; 

To  Mifer)'  and  Gall. 

A Monfler  vile  ! dire  Foe  to  Love  ! 

. Dctcfted  by  the  Gods  above! 

'Raff’d  with  fuch  Force  below. 

Mankind  all  from  my  Altars  flew ; 

Los'e’s  Flames  turn'd  to  a livid  Blue, 

A frightful  Sight  did  fliow ! 

-.At  lall,  when  almoll  fpent  with  Grief, 

-'Since  1 could  find  them  no  Relief 
From  Horror  and  Defpair! 

' With  Joy  extreme,  and  Wonder  too,  •< 

Absorption’s  Laws  appear’d  in  View, 

Reveal’d  at  large  by  Clare! 

He  I the  foul  Fiend  quick  drove  aw'ay 
From  the  bright  Regions  of  the  Day, 

In  Stygian  Lake  to  dwell ; 

While  all  my  Vot’ries  now  rejoice, 

And,  with  united  Heart  aid  Voice, 

The  blcfs’d  Invention  tell ! 
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A C Y PR  IAN  ODE, 
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CAYS  Venus  to  Cupid,  “ It  grieves  me  to  think 
^ What  Ills'  iny  ‘ dear  V ot’rics  befall, 

Who,  whllft  my  fweet  Neftaf  they  eagerly  drink, 
Too  oft  find  it  mingled  with  Call.  ‘ ' 


What  left-handed  Demon  thus  dallies  the  Bowl,  ■ 

As  grudging  poor  Mortals  the  BUfs ; - , ' ■ ’ 

Who  Iheis  t|ie  Contagion,  that  darts  thro’ the  Soul, 

And' kills  with  a treacherous  Kifs  ? 

* 

Bid  Mercury  firaight  go  and  bind  the  fell  Fiend,  I 

In  Chains  adamantine,  I pray,'“  i: 

That  Lovers  may  hence  give  their  Fears  to  the  V md, 

And  joyful  proclaim,  Holiday. 

From  hence  let  them  banifli  dull  Sorrow  and  Care, 

Needlefs  Torture  no  longer  endure  ; 

..  Lo!  I fend  down  Apollo  to  perfonate  Clarke, 

Who  fliall  teach  them  a lenient  Cure.” 
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